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REMONSTRANCE 


OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION AGAINST THE PASSAGE 
OF THE LECOMPTON CONSTITUTION 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States 


The Convention now in session in the 
city of Leavenworth, for the purpose of 
framing a State Constitution according to 
the provisions ofsa law passed by the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature of Kansas, at its last ses- 
sion, has charged the undersigned with the 
solemn duty of remonstratine with your 
honorable body against the passage of an 
act declaring the instrument known as the 
Lecompton Jonstitution to be the organic 
law of the State of Kansas. 

We shall not attempt, at this late day, to 
enumerate in detail, the causes or arguments 
which render ıt impossible for the people of 
Kansas to acknowledge the binding effect of 
that instrument ‘Those causes are now mat- 
ter of historical record, and those argu- 
ments are already before your honorable 
body and the world But as a duty which 
we owe to our constituents, and with a reso- 
lute hope which knows not discouragement, 
we make, ın their name, a last solemn ap 
peal to that Tribunal which has ever been 
deaf to our prayers, and shall plainly and 
briefly present the facts which give charac- 
ter to this issue, and show why a loyal peo- 
ple, under a professedly Democratic Govern 
ment, are forced to the very verge of revo- 
lution. . 

We remonstrate, then, against the ap- 
proval of the Lecompton Constitution by 
the Federal Congress, on the following 
grounds 

1. It isnot the act of the people of Kan- 
sas 

2. It has received from them astern and 
overwhelming condemnation at the balfot- 
box, by a majority which leaves no room 
for doubt. 

3. Its origin was marked by events of 
euch atrocity, and its consummation signal- 
ized by such glaring frauds, as must ever 
disgrace the records of the State it shall 
create , and that people must inevitably be 
demoralized, who are forced to the accep- 
tance of such unworthy precedents ın place 
of those glorious traditions of liberty which 
should illuminate the early history of every 
republican government. 

4. The very existence of this Conven- 
tron is conclusive evidence of the popular 
will. After its close, the result of its labors 
will be submitted to a vote of the whole 
people for approval or rejection Until that 
decision ts made, we earnestly trust that 
Congress will give us respite from the sen- 
tence it has threatened to pronounce No 
just cause existy for this unprecedented 
haste. The people are at length in the pos- 
session of a government which they have-so 
modified as to render it ehdurable , and ap- 
peal, with every argument of expediency 
and justice, to be permitted to retain that 
government, until, in the exercise of their 
acknowledged rights, they shall see fit to re- 
place it with one of their own creation and 


choice. 

5. Congress cannot force a government 
upon an unwilling,people, without an as- 
sumption of principles foreign and antag- 
onistic to the fundamental law of the na- 
tion ; and the exercise of an authority sub- 
versive of the chief principles of our na- 
tional freedom. That all governments de- 
rive their just powers from the consent of 
the governed, is an axiom of American 
liberty, older than the Constitution itself. 
That Congress may admit new States into 
the Union, is a constitutional admission of 
this principle, which leaves without warrant 
all exercise of compulsory power. No State 
ean be admitted, except upon application : 
and the people of Kansas have never ap- 
plied, with the Lecompton Constitution. 
Tho one argument in favor of that instru- 
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ment, is, its technical regularity in the steps 
taken for its formation, at the same time that 
the popular will was frustrated by conspira 
cy and fraud. We will not believe that the 
Congress of the United States 1s prepared 
to ignore all the beneficent principles of law 
by a dogmatic assertion that its sole virtue 
exists ın a mere regularity of form, and that 
no consideration ıs due to its true spirit 
and intent. 

We rely, therefore, upon the representa- 
tives of an intelligent and virtuous people 
to select that policy, which, in view of the 
extraordinary circumstances, 18 best caleu- 
lated to protect the sacred principles of 
popular liberty, and avert the calamities of 


jeivil discord The people of Kansas are 


the descendants of a race, whose freedom 
has been transmitted as an invaluable heir- 
loom for the inheritance of their children. 
They are inspired by their convictions and 
their impulses, and by the glorious me- 
mories of the past, to maintain unflinching- 
ly to the end, a struggle which they believe 
is to determine the triumph of freedom or of 
tyranny in the Republic. They have in 
themselves a courage which no manifesta- 
tions of power can intimidate, and a consci- 
ousness of right which no political sophis- 
tries can confuse , and they possess a mate- 
rial strength, increased a hundredfold by the 
Constitutional bulwarks behind which ıt is 
entrenched Their sufferings have won for 
them the active sympathies of a nation, too 
jealous of its liberties to see their barriers 
broken down by the exercise of illegal 
powers by its representatives and its rulers. 
Against all external foes, the Federal Gov- 
ernment ıs strong to invincibility ; but op- 
posed to such resistance as the people of 
Kansas can offer to this usurpation,all its vast 
appointments will but serve torender more 
manifest its utter and absolute impotency to 
the enforcement of its tyrannical resolves. 
The Federal Government cannot conquer 
the people of Kansas, because ıt ought not. 
Let it, then, pause for reflection before tak- 
ing the irrevocable step Lett hesitate long 
before invoking, by the exercise of illegal 
and tyrannical powers, that fate which al- 
ways destroys those who conspire against 
the liberties of a free and enlightened peo- 
ple. Let it retrace those steps which have 
advanced the nation to the brink of disso- 
lution. Let itsecure to the people of Kan- 
sas those rights which all parties have so 
often and so solemnly guarantied, and thus 
turn back upon the political dial, the shadow 
which now portends ruin and disaster to the 
institutions of our common country. Let 
it recollect that its power is of, and from 
the people, and by dealing justly with 
Kansas, let it add one more column to the 
proud array, which is tke strength, as it is 
the glory of the Confederation. 

J. M. WINCHELL, 

T. DWIGHT THACHER, 

J. S EMERY, 

J. M. WALDEN 

CHAS. A. FOSTER. 

Leavenworth, K. T , Mar. 30, 1858 


This Remonstrance being read, the fol- 
lowing Resolution was unanimously passed 
by the Convention . 


Resolved, That a printed copy of the 
able and eloquent address reported to thia 
convention by Mr. Winchell, as Chairman 
of the Committee on Remonstrance, against 
the adoption by Congress of the Lecompton 
Constitution, through the aid of Federal 
bribery and corruption, be sent to James 
Buchanan, each member of the Federal 
Cabinet, the Governors of the different 
States, and all the Representatives in Con- 
gress who may favor or support the Le. 
compton usurpation. 
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